
Ownership saga of the last unrestored Briggs Cunningham Le 
Mans-raced Corvette to come to an end at Amelia Island 

By Daniel Strohl on Mar 30th, 2021 at 9:00 am       Reprinted from Hemmings Daily  

 

Cunningham Corvette #1. Photo by Theodore W. Pieper, via RM Sotheby's. 

 
Nine years ago, just before a heavily promoted appearance in front of the Corvette world, authorities 

suddenly seized the last unrestored Corvette out of the trio that Briggs Cunningham took to Le Mans in 

1960, triggering an avalanche of lawsuits, bankruptcies, and acrimony that will soon come to an end 

when the Corvette crosses the block at the RM Sotheby's Amelia Island auction this May. 

"This is the end of the road," said Kevin Mackay, who owns a 30 percent stake in the car. "We have no 

idea what it's worth, but we'll find out soon enough." 

Cunningham had previously tried entering Cadillacs and even his own cars in the famed 24 Hours of 

Le Mans, then in 1960 decided the path to success in the race lay with the Corvette. GM couldn't 

officially participate in motorsports events, but Zora Arkus-Duntov - another Le Mans veteran - funneled 

all the unofficial help he could to Cunningham. He started by allowing Cunningham to pluck three fuel-

injected Corvette roadsters from the assembly line. From there, each received a full Alfred Momo race 

prep, and the trio made their way to France.  
Cunningham and codriver William Kimberley took the first of the three, with Dr. Dick Thompson and 

Fred Windridge in #2 and John Fitch and Bob Grossman in #3. Car #1 crashed on lap 32 then car #2 

also DNF'd, but car #3 finished first in its class and eighth overall. It wasn't the Corvette's first racing 

success, but it was definitely one of the first significant successes for the sports car. 
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The three Cunningham Corvettes at Le Mans, 1960. Photos courtesy Lance Miller. 

 

 
Back in the States, Cunningham tasked Bill Frick with returning the three Corvettes to street trim and 

selling them off. Over the years, Corvette enthusiasts had been able to track down #2 and #3 based on 

VINs provided by Automobile Club de l'Ouest, the organization that runs the 24 Hours of Le Mans. 



However, #1 remained in the wind until the summer of 2012, when Cunningham historian Larry Berman 

came across the Corvette in a 35,000-square-foot warehouse in St. Petersburg, Florida. 

 
Cunningham Corvette #1. Photo by Theodore W. Pieper, via RM Sotheby's. 

 
Advertised as possibly an unknown GM prototype, the Corvette had been substantially altered after 

Frick sold it. A Boca Raton customizer named Perry Boswell bought the Corvette from Frick and 

reshaped the front and rear fiberglass over balsa wood forms. Gone were the quad headlamps, the 

original grille opening, and the beloved coves; customized, it looked more like a LaDawri than a 

Corvette. Still, the original birdcage and doors remained with the car, as did the Corvette's original 

frame and VIN (00867S103535). 

 

Berman alerted Lance Miller, whose father had Mackay restore the #3 car in 2001-2002. Miller, in turn, 

sold the #1 car to Mackay for $75,000. The two had intended to display the car - complete with its 

Cunningham Le Mans history - at Corvettes at Carlisle in August 2012, but only had the chance to show 

it privately there before another claimant to the car stepped forward. 

 

Other Corvette enthusiasts had long sought the #1 Corvette. Enthusiasts like Domenico Idoni, who, 

armed with the car's VIN, had followed a trail that ended in the mid-1970s when Tampa, Florida, 

resident Dan Mathis Sr. reported the Corvette stolen from his driveway. Mathis, who intended to turn 

the Corvette into a drag racing machine, had died in 1993, but his son, Dan Mathis Jr., believed he still 

had a claim to the car. Idoni and Mathis reached a deal: In exchange for locating the car and securing 

it for the Mathis family, Idoni would get a share of ownership in the car. 
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In September 2012, Mathis filed a 

lawsuit seeking ownership of the 

car. He subsequently filed for 

bankruptcy and in those 

proceedings sold his ownership 

claim for $25,000 to Idoni and 

Idoni's business partner, Indiana 

Chevrolet dealer Gino Burelli. 
Idoni and Burelli continued Mathis' 

lawsuit against Mackay, and in 

2015, a Pennsylvania 

judge ordered a three-way 

partnership to control the car: 

Mackay would be entitled to 30 

percent, while Idoni and Burelli 

would split the other 70 percent. Talk of a sale started immediately, with conjecture about the car's 

value reaching upwards of $7 

million. 

 

Yet the car went unsold and things 

only got more complicated over 

the next few years. Idoni, facing a 

prior lien for more than $250,000 

that ballooned to more than 

$430,000 with accumulated 

interest, signed his share of the 

Corvette over to Burelli. Burelli, 

who was allowed to remove the 

Corvette to his Indiana dealership 

after the 2015 settlement, closed 

his dealership in 2018, leading an 

Indiana judge to order the sale of 

the Corvette and subsequently to appoint a receiver to handle that sale. 

Currently, the #1 Cunningham Le Mans Corvette has a clear title, with Mackay entitled to a 30 percent 

share of the car and Burelli entitled to the other 70 percent. 

RM Sotheby's will sell the Corvette with no reserve at its Amelia Island auction, scheduled to take place 

May 22. The auction house estimates that it will sell for $900,000 to $1.3 million. For more information, 

visit RMSothebys.com. 

 

Cunningham Corvette #1. Photos by Theodore W. Pieper, via RMSotheby’s So 
 

https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2015/07/01/dispute-over-ownership-of-cunningham-le-mans-corvette-resolved-with-three-way-partnership
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2015/07/01/dispute-over-ownership-of-cunningham-le-mans-corvette-resolved-with-three-way-partnership
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2015/07/01/dispute-over-ownership-of-cunningham-le-mans-corvette-resolved-with-three-way-partnership
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2018/12/28/after-years-of-litigation-judge-orders-sale-of-briggs-cunningham-le-mans-corvette
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2018/12/28/after-years-of-litigation-judge-orders-sale-of-briggs-cunningham-le-mans-corvette
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2018/12/28/after-years-of-litigation-judge-orders-sale-of-briggs-cunningham-le-mans-corvette
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2018/12/28/after-years-of-litigation-judge-orders-sale-of-briggs-cunningham-le-mans-corvette
https://rmsothebys.com/en/auctions/am21

